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Primary Employers of Health Physicists 

▪ Government
— NRC, DOE, DHS, CDC, EPA, states, military

▪ Medical 
— Hospitals, academic medical centers

▪ University
— University reactors, ES&H

▪ National Laboratory 
— LLNL, LANL, INL, PNNL

▪ Private Industry
— Biotech, instrument, waste management, 

consulting companies
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Academic Based Career in Health Physics

▪ Potential Positions: 

— Radiation Safety Officer (RSO)- typically 
requires a master’s degree

— Professor- requires PhD 

— Technician- requires at least high school 
diploma

• At LLNL, most technicians have at least a 
Bachelor of Science

▪ Locations: Universities across the 
country
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Environmental Based Career in Health Physics

▪ Potential Positions: 

— Health Physicist- typically requires master’s 
degree

— Technician- requires at least high school 
diploma

• At LLNL, most technicians have at least a 
Bachelor of Science

▪ Locations: every state, most cities, and 
many rural locations
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Government Based Career in Health Physics

▪ Potential Positions: 

— Regulator- typically requires at least a 
master’s degree

— Regulatory developer- typically requires at 
least a master’s degree

— Expert- Requires extensive experience and 
an advance degree

▪ Location: National laboratories, 
Washington D.C., and many government 
agency sites
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Industry Based Career in Health Physics

▪ Potential Positions:

— Radiation Safety Officer- typically need a 
master’s degree

— Health Physicists – usually requires master’s 
degree

— Technician- requires at least a high school 
diploma

• At LLNL, most technicians have at least a Bachelor 
of Science

▪ Potential Locations: Defense-related 
companies, biotech companies, instrument 
and research companies, commercial 
nuclear power plants, waste management, 
consulting companies, NASA, etc.
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Medical Based Career in Health Physics

▪ Potential Positions:

— Radiation Safety Officer- typically requires a 
Master’s degree 

— Medical or Health Physicist - typically 
requires a Master’s degree 

— Technologist- requires at least an associate’s 
degree

▪ Locations: Academic medical centers, 
hospitals, etc. 
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Military Based Career in Health Physics

▪ Potential Positions: 

— Military Officer- requires a bachelor's degree

— Civilian contractor- preferably needs a 
master’s degree

▪ Locations: military bases, ships, and 
submarines 
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Average Salary of a Health Physicist in 2018

▪ Overall: $116,278*

▪ Professional Staff:
— Bachelor’s degree in HP ~$95,619*

— Master’s degree in HP ~$106,230*

▪ Less than 6 years of experience: $80,833*

▪ 6-15 years of experience: $107,620*

▪ More than 15 years experience: $136,456*

▪ LLNL salary ranges may be higher
— A combination of factors are considered:

• Education

• Experience

• External labor market

• Internal Equity

*Salary Information provided by “THE 2018 HPS SALARY SURVEY” 
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Opportunities for High Achievement 

▪ Lisa Gordon-Hagerty- Current Under 
Secretary for Nuclear Security of the 
U.S. Department of Energy began her 
career as a health physicist at LLNL.

▪ Linda R. Bauer- LLNL deputy director has 
a Ph.D. in environmental health physics.

▪ There are many other opportunities 
available to health physicists.
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Multifaceted Possibilities at LLNL 

▪ LLNL health physicist job characteristics:

— Regulatory

— Policy development

— Academic

— Industry affiliated

— Medical

— Environmental
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References & Contact Information

▪ Data from the Health Physics Society 
(hps.org) and local Chapters (e.g., 
ncchps.org)

▪ Quang Le – Radiological Control 
Manager, LLNL. (le22@llnl.gov)

▪ Sophia Uchiyama – Health Physicist, 
LLNL. (uchiyama1@llnl.gov)

▪ Logan Anspach – Health Physicist, LLNL. 
(anspach1@llnl.gov)
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